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The same charming sentiment pervades the lighter
pieces of Martinez Sierra, born at Madrid in 1881. In
The Romantic Young Lady, for instance, the heroine finds
romance through a straw hat blown into her room on a
windy night. The novelist, who comes to retrieve it,
gives her a letter of recommendation for a secretarial post
and, when she applies, she finds that her prospective
employer is none other than the writer of the letter.
There are jealousies, followed by a second entry of the
volatile straw hat and this time the novelist proposes when
he comes to fetch it, while the girl's grandmother tactfully
dozes in her chair. Equally light is Wife to a Famous Man,
wherein an orator, grown vain because he has won an air
race, disdains his wife and goes off with a singer. But
he is back a week later with a bandaged head to beg
forgiveness.

There is fantasy in some of Sierra's work, but he is
not afraid to write tender but serious comedy. His finest
play is The Kingdom of God, which depicts three stages
in the life of a lay sister, first as a nurse in a home for old
men, secondly as a helper in a hospital for unmarried
mothers and lastly, forty years later, as matron in charge
of an orphanage. She is neither a martyr nor a weaklings
but a woman happy in her chosen calling. The play Is a
realistic character study without a trace of false senti-
mentality. Just as touching is The Two Shepherds, in
which an old parson and a doctor, learned only in the
knowledge of human nature, are superseded by younger
and academically better qualified men.

Jacinto Benavente, born in 1866, is a far more difficult
dramatist to describe, for in his 80 pieces he has experi-
mented with every kind of play. He is more of a cosmo-
politan than most Spanish dramatists* perhaps because
he grew up at a time when Spain, shorn of her possessions^
was realising that the old pride and honour were inadequate
weapons with which to compete with a changing and
mercenary world. Not that lie finds the new rulers